Creating a Moss Basket

Moss baskets are beautiful and fun to make.  The results of your creations are a big ball of color and textures, a hanging wildflower garden.   These are just a few suggestions to help you and your hanging baskets grow and bloom throughout the summer.  

Success!

When designing hanging gaskets, you should consider some basic rules to guarantee success and lasting impact. 

1) First of all the plants you choose for the basket should have similar light and water requirements.  

2) Combine flower and foliage plants for a more interesting effect.  A good rule of thumb is 3-4 flowering plants to one foliage plant.  

3) Use time-release fertilizer and soil moisture granules.

Combining Color

Your first decision in choosing the plants for a moss basket is do you want contrasts or harmonies.  Mixing complimentary colors like yellow and violet or orange and blue creates the most striking color-contrast combinations.  A very useful tool to have on hand is a color wheel.  It makes it easier to determine complimentary colors.  The safest be for contrasting combinations with tree colors is to mix the primary colors: red, blue, and yellow.  White and silver combined with dark purples and blues create a striking contrast in cool colors.  In combination plantings, harmony is achieved by mixing colors that are close to or next to each other on the color wheel.  Combining different shades and tones of one color can also create it.

Materials
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Wire Basket (14” or larger)

2) Sphagnum Moss or Coconut Fiber Mat

3) Potting Mix

4) Dr. Earth Rose & Flower Fertilizer

5) Saucer-6” or plastic baggie

6) Moisture holding granules

Assembly

First soak the sphagnum moss in a bucket of water overnight.  Remove the moss and squeeze out the excess water.  Build the basket in tree layers, working from the bottom up.  Make sure that the roots of the plants are in contact with the soil.

Bottom Layer- Insert moss 1 inch thick in the bottom and halfway up the sides of the basket, to just below the middle of the basket.  Pack the moss tightly since it will hold the potting soil.  Fill in the bottom layer with soil, then plant tree plants, space equally, by gently pushing them through the side of the basket.  Make sure the roots will have good contact with the soil.  Repeat the process with tree contrasting plants, placing them between the first three.

Middle Layer-Add the next layer of moss and soil, press the soil firmly into place but do not pack it.  Then add your next three plants, placing them from the inside of the basket.  Add your next three plants.  Add more soil, and continue building up the sides with sphagnum moss until you reach the rim of the basket.

Top Layer-Fill with the soil to the edge and then plant your main plant with 3-6 more plants to fill in and trail down.

Keep out of direct sunlight for the first two weeks.  Once the plants look like they are established, move to the sun or keep in shade if it is a shade basket..  As the season progresses the baskets will need daily or sometimes twice daily watering.  If the basket becomes too dry soak it in a tub of water for an hour.  Deadheading will extend the blooming season. 
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