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Natural Lawn Care

Healthy Soil:  This is the most important part of a healthy lawn.  Prior to planting a lawn, add organic matter (Gardner & Bloome Soil Building Compost), to lighten up the soil and improve drainage.

1) Established lawns can be reinvigorated by feeding with organic fertilizers.  We recommend Dr. Earth Super Natural Lawn Fertilizer, it’s a granulated slow release organic fertilizer.  Organic fertilizers last longer in the soil and have less runoff  going to our streams and ocean.

2) Don’t over fertilize a lawn (or any shrub or tree).  Twice a year is plenty for most situations.

3) Check the pH it should read between 6.5 and 7.0.  Dandelions thrive at a pH of 7.5 or higher.  Add lime to lower this number.

Grasscycling:  Using a mulching mower rather then bagging your clippings will add organic matter to your soil.  The lawn clippings will add utrients to the soil, and reduce the amount of water your lawn will need. 

1) Water deeply but infrequently.  About an inch per week.  Allowing the soil to dry out between waterings will encourage the roots to go deeper.  This will actually strenghthen the lawn and make it better able to withstand disease.  

2) Older lawns will benefit from an aerator.  This can be rented or you can take a pitchfork and push it into the lawn 6” and space about 4” apart.  Afterward, overseed with a similar seed to your existing lawn.  A top dressing with compost will help keep the soil from packing down again.  

3) Mow often but not to short.  Short lawns expose the roots to drying out.  3-4 inches in the summer, a little shorter in the winter (this allows the lawn to breath better).

4) Reduce thatch buildup with a dethatcher.  This will allow air and water to penetrate easier into the root zone.
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Non-Toxic Pest Control:  Not all insects are harmful.  So if you are seeing something and are unsure what it might be.  Trap it into a jar and bring it to the nursery.  We will help you determine if it is a problem and how to deal with it. This is a list of a few organic pesticides.

1) Dr. Earth Home & Garden Insect Spray

2) Cedarcide Insect Repellent

3) Mol-o-tov Cocktail

4) Concern Weed Preventer

5) Nematodes

