Companion Planting Roses

Roses are beautiful on their own, but their beauty can be enhanced with a choice of companion plants.  You can choose from a wide variety of plants from annuals, perennials, vines and shrubs.  Evergreens provide a nice backdrop to set off the colorful blooms of roses.  Companion plants can provide color in between or during flushes of rose blooms.  They also can soften the look of a rose bush.  

Keep in mind that roses are heavy feeders so be sure there is room to work in the fertilizers.   They need good air circulation to prevent disease. Still, plenty of plants have cultural needs that are similar to roses, and add color, texture and year-round interest to planting schemes.

Landscaping

Landscaping with companion plants can be an art form in itself.  When making combinations keep in mind the use of color, form and texture.
Color
You can use color to create moods. Red, oranges and yellows pack a punch with their intense colors.  Blues and pinks calm and sooth.  Whites and yellows brighten up all the other colors.

Textures
When you choose companion plants pay special attention to texture.  Lacy textures combine well with the larger leaf of a rose bush.  Foliage contrasts will keep your garden looking interesting when plants are not in bloom. 

Form
Rounded, spiky, spreading, vertical are all forms that can create an interesting border.  Hybrids Teas have a very strong upright form that can be softened using round shaped perennials or shrubs.    

Backbones

Because roses have an off season, incorporating evergreen shrubs and perennials will keep the garden from looking bare in the winter.

The Companions

Most perennials and herbs make good companion plants. Use lavenders as a border or base. Herbs help to control some bugs: chives help roses resist aphids while marigolds (not an herb) attract bugs and slugs. Be careful - if you're using the herbs for culinary purposes you should incorporate more organic gardening methods.
Alysum 

Artemesia (Powis Castle, David’s Choice)

Asters

Bulbs 

Campanula

Chives 

Clematis

Columbine

Coreopsis

Delphiniums

Daisies

Dusty Miller

Daylilies

Echinacea

Foxglove

Forget-me-nots

Helichrysum

Lavender

Lamb’s Ears

Lilies

Lobelia

Garlic 

Gaura

Geraniums (Hardy types)

Grasses

Nasturtiums

Nepeta (catmint)
Salvia 

Santa Barbara Daisy (Erigeron)

Scabiosa

When you add companion plants to your rose landscape, it's important to choose plants with similar cultural needs. The reward, however, is having a variety of plants that provide color, form, and texture year-round.
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